
WELSTheologyCurriculumGuidingPrinciples (Infancy -5K)&Standards (1st - 12thGrades): LIFELONGLEARNERS

Picture of aGraduate Statement: LIFELONGLEARNERSwhogrow in their historical anddoctrinal knowledgeofGod’sWord.

Infants Toddlers 3K 4K 5K Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 MSGrade 6 MSGrade 7 MSGrade 8 HS (9 - 10) HS (11 - 12)

GuidingPrinciples

ContinuumforDevelopmentally Appropriate Practices Standards

Knowledge
Acquisition:
BibleHistory

Listen to
biblical
accounts from
theOld andNew
Testaments

Listen to
biblical
accounts from
theOld andNew
Testaments

(with teacher
guidance)Retell
biblical
accounts from
theOld andNew
Testaments

(with teacher
guidance)Retell
biblical
accounts and
identify details
from theOld
andNew
Testaments

Retellbiblical
accounts and
identifydetails
from theOld
andNew
Testaments

Identify
important
events and
people in the
Old andNew
Testaments
that are part of
the plan of
salvation.

Summarize key
events and
figures in the
Old andNew
Testaments
that relate to
God's plan of
salvation.

Summarize key
events and
figures in the
Old andNew
Testaments
that relate to
God's plan of
salvation.

Explain the
relationships
between key
events and
figures in the
Old andNew
Testaments
related toGod's
plan of
salvation.

Explain the
relationships
between key
events and
figures in the
Old andNew
Testaments
related toGod's
plan of
salvation.

Analyzebiblical
accounts and
passages from
theOld andNew
Testaments to
determinehow
they play a role
inGod's plan of
salvation.

Choose and
analyzebiblical
accounts and
passages from
theOld andNew
Testaments to
illustrateGod's
plan of
salvation.

ExplainGod's
plan of salvation
by using biblical
accounts and
passages as the
foundation of
faith.

Interpret
biblical
accounts,which
lay the
foundation of
growing in
God'sWord, as
the basis for
faith and life.

Apply the
importance of
biblical
accounts to a
lifetimeof
growing in
knowledge.

Skill Acquisition:
Comprehension
Tools, Genres, &

Devices

Exposed to
various literary
genres and
devices of
Scripture
throughbiblical
accounts.

Exposed to
various literary
genres and
devices of
Scripture
throughbiblical
accounts.

Exposed to
various literary
genres and
devices of
Scripture
throughbiblical
accounts.

Exposed to
various literary
genres and
devices of
Scripture
throughbiblical
accounts.

Identifybasic
literary genres
anddevices of
Scripture
throughbiblical
accounts.

Developbasic
skills to locate
book, chapter,
and verse from
theBible.

Discussbasic
literary genres
anddevices of
Scripture.

Developbasic
skills to locate
book, chapter,
and verse from
theBible.

Discussbasic
literary genres
anddevices of
Scripture.

Develop skills to
locate book,
chapter, and
verse from the
Bible and to
utilizemaps and
timelines.

Identify and
explain literary
genres and
devices of
Scripture.

Develop skills to
locate book,
chapter, and
verse from the
Bible and to
utilizemaps and
timelines.

Identify and
explain literary
genres and
devices of
Scripture.

Develop skills to
locate book,
chapter, and
verse from the
Bible and to
utilizemaps and
timelines.

Examine and
explain literary
genres and
devices of
Scripture.

Develop skills to
navigate and
interpret the
Bible, compose
annotations,
and utilize
comprehension
tools (for
example:
devices,maps,
timelines,
charts, biblical
commentaries,
etc.).

Compare and
contrast literary
genres and
explain how
each genre
works together
to tell one
unified story of
salvation.

Develop skills to
navigate and
interpret the
Bible, compose
annotations,
and utilize
comprehension
tools (for
example:
devices,maps,
timelines,
charts, biblical
commentaries,
etc.).

Compare and
contrast literary
genres and
explain how
each genre
works together
to tell one
unified story of
salvation.

Develop skills to
navigate and
interpret the
Bible, compose
annotations,
and utilize
comprehension
tools (for
example:
devices,maps,
timelines,
charts, biblical
commentaries,
etc.).

Analyze and
interpret the
various literary
genres found in
Scriptures in
order to
understand and
articulate
Christian
doctrine.

Develop skills to
navigate and
interpret the
Bible, compose
annotations,
and utilize
comprehension
tools (for
example:
devices,maps,
timelines,
charts, biblical
commentaries,
etc.).

Connect the
purposeof
literary genres
found in
Scripturewith
their structure
to enhance
understanding
of Christian
doctrine.

Develop skills to
navigate and
interpret the
Bible, compose
annotations,
and utilize
comprehension
tools (for
example:
devices,maps,
timelines,
charts, biblical
commentaries,
etc.).

Evaluate the
diverse literary
genres in
Scripture, to
develop amore
thorough
understanding
of Christian
doctrine.

Understanding:
Meditation on
God'sWord

HearBible
passages and
songs that are
connectedwith
a lesson on a
biblical account.

HearBible
passages and
songs that are
connectedwith
a lesson on a
biblical account.

RepeatBible
passages and
songswith
prompting and
support that
connectwith a
lesson on a
biblical account.

Recite and/or
memorizeBible
passages and
songs that
connectwith a
lesson on a
biblical account.

MemorizeBible
passages and
songs that
connectwith a
lesson on a
biblical account.

Memorize and
study simple
Bible verses,
songs, hymns,
andparts of the
Catechism.

Memorize and
study simple
Bible verses,
songs, hymns,
andparts of the
Catechism.

Memorize and
studyBible
verses, songs,
hymns, and
parts of the
Catechismwith
increasing
complexity.

Memorize and
studyBible
verses, songs,
hymns, and
parts of the
Catechismwith
increasing
complexity.

Study and
meditateon
Bible verses,
songs, hymns,
andparts of the
Catechismwith
increasing
complexity,
whichmayor
maynot be
memorized.

Study and
meditateon
Bible verses,
songs, hymns,
andparts of the
Catechismwith
increasing
complexity,
whichmayor
maynot be
memorized.

Study and
meditateon
Bible verses,
songs, hymns,
andparts of the
Catechismwith
increasing
complexity,
whichmayor
maynot be
memorized.

Study and
meditateon
Bible verses,
songs, hymns,
andparts of the
Catechismwith
increasing
complexity,
whichmayor
maynot be
memorized.

Study,
interpret,
meditateon,
and apply
sections of
God'sWord,
whichmayor
maynot be
memorized, to
personal life.

Study,
interpret,
meditateon,
and apply
sections of
God'sWord,
whichmayor
maynot be
memorized, to
personal life.

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod - Commission for Lutheran Schools (Draft Edition 2024)

DDDand/or
eBible
d

pa
songs
connectwith a
esson on a
ical acco

Mem
stud
BibDDDDDRRRR
AAAA

verse
eBible.

ussbas
y genre
vices of
e.

utilize
timelines.

fy and
plain lite y

genres a
devic
Sc

Identify
explai

FFFop skills to
ok,
d

evelop sk
locate b
chap
verse fr
Bible and t
izemaps a
nes.FFF

of
n.

fi
Old
T

on.FTTTTTTTT

ships
een key

ents and
ures

Ex
rel
betwe
events an
gures in th
ndNew
ents
God's

t
inG
salvatT



WELSTheologyCurriculumGuidingPrinciples (Infancy -5K)&Standards (1st - 12thGrades): LIFELONGLEARNERS

Infants Toddlers 3K 4K 5K Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 MSGrade 6 MSGrade 7 MSGrade 8 HS (9 - 10) HS (11 - 12)

GuidingPrinciples

ContinuumforDevelopmentally Appropriate Practices Standards

Integration:
Doctrine

Tell themkey
biblical truths
connected to
the biblical
accounts.

Tell themkey
biblical truths
connected to
the biblical
accounts.

Recognize key
biblical truths
connected to
the biblical
account.

(with teacher
guidance)
Identify key
biblical truths
connected to
the biblical
account.

Identify key
biblical truths
connected to
the biblical
account.

Identify and
discuss key
biblical truths
connected to
biblical
accounts and
passages.

Identify and
discuss key
biblical truths
connected to
biblical
accounts and
passages.

Connect key
Christian
doctrines to
biblical
accounts,
passages and
everyday life.

Connect key
Christian
doctrines to
biblical
accounts,
passages and
everyday life.

ExamineBible
passages from
both theOld
andNew
Testaments and
discuss their
role in
developing key
Christian
doctrines, such
as those found
in the
Catechism.

ExamineBible
passages from
both theOld
andNew
Testaments and
discuss their
role in
developing key
Christian
doctrines, such
as those found
in the
Catechism.

Summarize key
Christian
doctrines, such
as those found
in the
Catechism, by
examining and
connecting
Bible passages
fromboth the
Old andNew
Testaments.

Explain key
Christian
doctrines from
theCatechism
byusing biblical
accounts and
passages to
explain a
Christian's
position.

ApplyChristian
doctrines by
using biblical
accounts and
passages to
explain a
Christian's
position.

AssessChristian
doctrines by
utilizing biblical
accounts and
passages to
e ectively
explain and
justify a
Christian's
beliefs and
positions.

Application:
Intentional Study
ofGod'sWord

Model the
importance of
regularly and
purposely
studyingGod's
Word.

Model the
importance of
regularly and
purposely
studyingGod's
Word.

Hear about the
importance of
regularly and
purposely
studyingGod's
Word.

Articulate the
importance of
regularly and
purposely
studyingGod's
Word.

Articulate the
importance of
regularly and
purposely
studyingGod's
Word.

Articulate the
importance of
regularly and
purposely
studyingGod's
Word.

Identify simple
habits that
showwhat
commitment to
regular and
purposeful
study of God's
Word looks like.

Identify simple
habits that
showwhat
commitment to
regular and
purposeful
study of God's
Word looks like.

Demonstrate
simple habits
that foster
regular and
purposeful
study of God's
Word for
personal growth
in the
knowledge and
grace of God.

Demonstrate
simple habits
that foster
regular and
purposeful
study of God's
Word for
personal growth
in the
knowledge and
grace of God.

Articulate the
benefits of
studyingGod's
Wordwith
others.

Demonstrate
habits that
foster regular
andpurposeful
study of God's
Word for
personal growth
in the
knowledge and
grace of God.

Articulate the
benefits of
studyingGod's
Wordwith
others and
identify
opportunities
for groupBible
study.

Demonstrate
habits that
foster regular
andpurposeful
study of God's
Word for
personal growth
in the
knowledge and
grace of God.

Articulate the
benefits of
studyingGod's
Wordwith
others and
identify
opportunities
for groupBible
study.

Demonstrate
habits that
foster the
regular and
purposeful
study of God's
Word for
personal growth
in the
knowledge and
grace of God.

Devise a plan
for personal and
group spiritual
growthwhich
includes
support,
accountability,
worship, and
Bible study.

Demonstrate
habits that
foster the
regular and
purposeful
study of God's
Word for
personal growth
in the
knowledge and
grace of God.

Devise a plan
for personal and
group spiritual
growthwhich
includes
support,
accountability,
worship, and
Bible study.

Demonstrate
habits that
foster the
regular and
purposeful
study of God's
Word for
personal growth
in the
knowledge and
grace of God.

Implement a
plan for
personal and
group spiritual
growthwhich
includes
support,
accountability,
worship, and
Bible study.
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